[Acute non-cardiogenic pulmonary edema secondary to upper airway obstruction. Clinical case].
Noncardiogenic pulmonary edema is a well recognized complication of upper airway obstruction. We report the case of a previously healthy 18-year-old male who presented this complication following laryngospasm after anesthesia. He developed severe pulmonary edema with hypoxemia, high cardiac output and low pulmonary capillary pressures. He was managed with mechanical ventilation and PEEP. Pulmonary edema resolved within 24 hours. The clinical picture, etiology, differential diagnosis and prevention are also discussed.